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Timber is an excellent construction material.  If sustainably sourced, timber has environmentally benefits as a 
construction material; being renewable and consuming carbon dioxide (a greenhouse gas) in its growth cycle.  ADCW 
measures and reports sustainable timber sourcing for all new buildings and refurbishments.  All ADCW works must 
comply with the UK Government Timber Procurement Policy (UK TPP) which requires:  Only timber and wood-derived 
products originating from an independently verifiable Legal and Sustainable source (which can include from a licensed 
Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) partner) will be demanded for use on the government estate – 
appropriate documentation will be required to prove it. 

Why sustainably sourced timber matters 

Forests are home to 2 out of 3 living species.  1.6 billion people (1 in 5) in the world rely on forest resources for their 
livelihoods.  350 million of these people live directly around forests.  Unfortunately globally between 12 to 15 million 
hectares of forest are lost every year.  There are two more causes of this deforestation: 

1. Conversion to wood fibre, palm oils and soy plus (dairy feed) infrastructure. 
2. Degradation from fires, illegal and unsustainable logging, fuel wood harvesting, climate change and disease. 

Unsustainable forest losses are leading to: 

 Reduced biodiversity 
 Release of gases contributing to climate change 
 Disruption of water cycles 
 Increased soil erosion and run-off 
 Negative impacts on local communities. 

Sustainable Timber certification 

There are a number of certification schemes which confirm timber comes from a legal and sustainable source.  The 
three schemes which are considered ‘Category A’ evidence by the UK TPP are the Forestry Stewardship Council (FSC), 
the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) and Forest Law Enforcement Governance and Trade 
(FLEGT) schemes.  Local schemes including the Grown in Britain Licence (GiB) are considered by UK TPP ‘Category B’ 
evidence.  The schemes all aim to: 

 conserve the natural habitats of plants and animals 
 protect old growth forests and replanting 
 respect the rights of forestry workers 
 respect the rights of local communities 
 conserve forests for future generations 
 provide a market incentive for responsible forest management. 

 

FSC, PEFC and GiB are robust schemes which ensure forestry legal compliance, forest sustainability, through applying 
an accreditation and certifcation process and recording a chain of custody.  FSC and PEFC are also independently 
audited for compliance.  Logos, such as those above, when applied to products or their packaging, are a simple way of  
identifying that the timber element of a product has been sourced from a sustainably managed source. 
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Challenges remain 
 
Only 11% of the world’s forests currently have a sustainable timber certification.  There are many countries, mainly in 
the southern hemisphere where permanent deforestation is prevalent.  The map below shows the recorded annual 
change in forest area that is reported by the UN (PINK / RED = NET LOSS, GREEN = NET GAIN). 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
    

      

This review is linked with all 17 UN Sustainable Development Goals 
(UN SDGs).  More information about the 17 UN SDGs can be found 
at: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300 

Plywood is a particularly high-risk material.  100% of our plywood is imported 
with over 80% coming from higher risk countries.  Packaging of construction 
materials is also often outside certification requirements.  Wooden pallets 
however, although unmarked by a certification logo are normally produced 
in the UK from certified timber sources.  Markings on pallets normally 
indicates that they are overseas imports.  Interestingly many paper supplies, 
including the Banner paper used in ADCW copiers is not certified.  Instead of 
a certification logo, Banner makes this statement on its packaging: ‘All 
Banner papers are manufactured using ECF pulps from fully sustainable and 
responsibly managed forests.  The producing mill is certified to ISO 14001 
Environmental Management Standard.’  Finally, clothing may not be the first 
item that you would associate with forestry products.  Fibres from cypress, 
beech and eucalyptus trees are used to make yarn for some clothing.  The 
most popular cellulose fibres are Viscose, Modal and Lyocell.  All these 
processes can be certified too.  Check for certification on paper bags too and 
reuse them at least 3 times. 

What we can do to promote sustainable forestry management 
 Make sure all timber procurement applies UK TPP and ask suppliers for certified products 
 Check timber deliveries are accompanied by the correct chain of custody information including: 

suppliers name and address, site delivery address, product description, quantity of delivery of each certified 
product (m3), delivery date, formal claim against each certified product, supplier’s chain of custody certificate 
number. 

 Provide all timber supply information to the ADCW environmental team (in m3 volumes). 
 Ask certified suppliers to apply, where appropriate, the PEFC/FSC/GiB logo to their products to provide 

customers andwith visibility of responsible sourcing. 
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